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xxxxxxx AGERCT 


4 NOV 1947 


The Honorable Idward a. See® 

Chairman j Bouse Committee on 
Post Office a ad Civil Service 
B.S. Ho vise of Representatives 
Washington, O. C. 

Dear Mr. Rees : 

Receipt is acknowledged of your letter of 31 October relative to 
the submission of the strength figures of this agency to the House Post 
Office and Civil Service Committee. 

1 have discussed this matter with the Rational Security Council 
which has supervision over this agency by recent Aot of Congress, and 
have been instructed by the Council that for essential security reasons 
the strength of the Central Intelligence Agency should not be furnished 
for publication. 

The publication of our strength would make this data easily acces- 
sible to enemy agents in this country. Such information would enable 
Such agents to determine with relative ease the general program and 
strength of effort of the intelligence activities of the United States. 
I am sure you will agreo that aueh a contingency would be highly un- 
desirable, to say the loast. 

It has been our long standing policy that no strength figures will 
be given out by this agency for record purposes except to two specially 
cleared senior officials in the Bureau of the Budget who are charged 
wittt the handling of our budget problems. The Bureau of the Budget has 
consistently maintained the security of our strength figures under all 
circumstances. We have also several times in the past arranged with 
committees of Congress to withdraw requests for our strength figures 
for record purposes jfffcor discussing with them our essential security 
requirements » Also, by a long standing verbal agreement, we have fur- 
nished no strength or individual personnel data to the Civil Service 
Commission in order to insure that such data would not be recorded. 

It was suggested to the representative of your committee who 
recently contacted us that the published strength report of government 
agencies exclude our figures, such exclusion to bo explained by a foot- 
note to the effeot that national defense reasons make this necessary. 
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I have no desire to withhold these figures from you personally, and 
will he pleased to see you at your convenience and to inform you ^bally 
©f our actual and contemplated strength for your information only. and*o 
course, sot for publication* 

I am sure you will understand my own and the national Seourity 
€eunoil*s ^at concern about the full security of fee activities and 

operations of this agency . 1 wife also to assure you e ay u t«v>st extent 
oration with the needs end desires of your committee to fee utmost ertea* 

commensurate wife our national defense and security. 

Sincerely. 


R. S. HILLEM0E1TER 
Rwur Admiral. 

Director of Central Intelligence 


Copies to: 

Mr* Pforzheimer 
Chief, Budget and Finance B r . 
Chief, Personnel Br. 
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